LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT

The following legislative report is submitted by the OCAPL Legislative Affairs Committee.  Darin C. Savage with Andrews Davis Law Firm in Oklahoma City is Chair of the Committee, and Blaine Dyer with Heroux & Helton in Tulsa serves as Co-Chair.  If you would like to discuss how a particular bill might impact your business and operations, you may contact Darin (DCsavage@andrewsdavis.com; 405.272.9241) or Blaine (Blaine@herouxhelton.com; 918.582.3822) at you convenience.  We thank committee member Ryan Cole for his contribution to the report. 

The session for the 52nd Oklahoma Legislature is coming to a close and will adjourn Friday, May 28, 2010.  The following bills, viewed as relevant to professional landmen, were passed by the Legislature this session: 







HB 2697: This bill, sponsored by McDaniel of the House and Lamb of the Senate, makes additions to the Production Revenue Standards Act so that all payments to owners or entities entitled to payment may be made by various electronic means, including electronic funds transfer, Automated Clearing House (ACH), direct deposit, wire transfer, or any other similar form of transfer, upon the mutual written consent of the payor and payee.  Passed by the Legislature and approved by the Governor.
 

HB 1319: Sponsored by Shoemake of the House and Ballenger of the Senate, this bill affects probate procedure and would allow for the transfer of mineral interests upon presentment of an affidavit to the county clerk, similar to what is seen in other jurisdictions.  Passed by the Legislature and approved by the Governor.

SB 2270: Modifies 58 O.S. Section 1252 relating to the Nontestamentary Transfer of Property Act to require the execution of an affidavit to show acceptance of the Transfer on Death Deed and require its filing.  Passed by the Legislature and approved by the Governor. 

















A more thorough listing of active bills with additional information, current status and authorship is provided below.  Because the range of bills that impact oil and gas is very broad, it is not possible to provide a full account of every bill that may be relevant to the industry.  If there is a particular bill on which you would like OCAPL to focus more closely, please notify the Legislative Affairs Committee.  Furthermore, if you are aware of a bill you believe to be important but which has not been mentioned, please let us know and we will make efforts to provide information on the bill in the next newsletter.

If you are interested in any specific bill referenced in this report, you may download a copy at www.lsb.state.ok.us.  In addition, you may obtain full-text copies of bills by calling the Senate Distribution Office at (405) 521-5515.      








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Active Bills: HB (House Bills); SB (Senate Bills)

HB1281

HB1281, by Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, and Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, increases from three-fourths of 1 cent to 1 cent the per-ton fee operators of noncoal mining operators must pay to the Department of Mines. It also removes language that required operators to swear to the accuracy of a report to the department before a notary public. (Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Second CCR Read - House 

 
Status Date : 05/03/2010


Principal Authors : Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H),  Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S)  

 


HB1319

HB1319, by Rep. Jerry Shoemake, D-Morris and Sen. Roger Ballenger, D-Okmulgee, establishes procedures for a person who claims interest in the severed mineral rights of a deceased person to acquire a valid and marketable title to that interest. (Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Signed & Transmitted to Governor 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Jerry Shoemake(H),  Roger Ballenger(S)  

 

 


HB1554

HB1554, by Rep. Rex Duncan, R-Sand Springs and Sen. Dan Newberry, R-Tulsa, prohibits municipal solid waste landfills from accepting any municipal sewage sludge unless it has been pretreated for land usage. It allows the Department of Environmental Quality to refuse to renew or suspend or revoke a permit issued to a municipal solid waste landfill for willful violations. (Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 05/05/2010


Principal Authors : Rex Duncan(H),  Dan Newberry(S)  

 


HB1641

HB1641, by Rep. Scott Inman, D-Del City and Sen. Thomas Ivester, D-Elk City, creates the Oklahoma Trusts for Pets Act of 2009. The bill validates trusts for the care of designated pets and requires, unless the trust stipulates, the trust is terminated when no living animal is covered. The bill outlines the rules governing such trusts, including compensation for the trustee, accounting requirements and provisions for terminating the trust. It requires that each trust created under the new language to identify a remainder beneficiary and establishes procedures for the transfer of any unexpended trust property upon termination of the trust if a remainder beneficiary is not named. It also requires that the beneficiary or beneficiaries named at the creation of the trust must include the caretaker of the designated animal or animals and the remainder beneficiaries. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill)

 
Status : Signed & Transmitted to Governor 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Scott Inman(H),  Thomas Ivester(S)  

 


HB1747

HB1747, by Rep. Gus Blackwell, R-Goodwell and Sen. Mike Schulz, R-Altus, allows the Corporation Commission to employ, by contract, one person to act as an electric transmission system advisor to the commission, the Governor, the Legislature and the Attorney General, for the purpose of monitoring state, regional and federal activities relating to access to and reliability of the electric transmission system. The bill also requires that advisor to attend and participate in meetings of the Southwest Power Pool and defines further duties of the contractor and the commission in relation to the contractor. The CCR removed the requirement that the advisor be hired "by contract." It also removed the requirement for the advisor to report to the Legislature, governor and attorney general. It places responsibility for hiring the advisor and establishing the advisor's duties with the administrative director of the Corporation Commission. It deletes language directing the commission to enter into a competitive bidding process for contracting the advisor. The CCR also added language requiring the advisor to provide assistance to the commission on matters related to renewable energy. It also added language related to biodiesel, requiring all diesel fuel sold in the state on or after May 1, 2010, to contain at least 3 percent biodiesel fuel oil if there is a federal volume usage mandate for biomass-based diesel of greater than or equal to 500 million gallons per year. It sets it the biodiesel content at 4 percent when mandates reach 750 million and 5 percent when mandates reach 1 trillion gallons per year. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Conference Granted - Senate 

 
Status Date : 05/03/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (S) 


Principal Authors : Gus Blackwell(H),  Mike Schulz(S)  
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HB2055

HB2055, by Rep. Mike Thompson, R-Oklahoma City and Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, states that each oil and gas interest owner shall be granted a security interest, as a secured party, to secure the obligations of a first purchaser, as a debtor, to pay the sales price. The bill states that oil and gas security interest exists for an unlimited time until the interest owner first entitled to receive the sales price has, in fact, received the sales price in full, without set-off. It also provides for the perfection of an oil and gas security interest and for continuation of an oil and gas security interest when commingled with other production. It also establishes the rights of first purchasers. It holds that an oil and gas security interest is a purchase money security interest and that it is given priority relative to other security interests. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : CCR Read - House 

 
Status Date : 05/12/2009


Principal Authors : Mike Thompson(H),  Brian Bingman(S)  
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HB2171

HB2171, by Rep. Mark McCullough, R-Sapulpa and Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid, establishes the Oklahoma Discretionary and Special Needs Trust Act to apply to all trusts created or modified from and after Nov. 1, 2010, regardless of whether spendthrift provisions are included. The bill stipulates that a distribution interest shall not be judicially sold, a creditor shall not reach an interest of a beneficiary or any other person who holds removal power over a trustee, and other provisions of disbursement. The bill also states that spendthrift provisions are valid if they restrain either the voluntary or involuntary transfer of a beneficiary's interest. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Carryover Bill)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/29/2010

 
Committee : HB2171 (C) 


Principal Authors : Mark McCullough(H),  Patrick Anderson(S)  
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HB2247

HB2247, by Rep. Randy Terrill, R-Moore and Sen. Jonathan Nichols, R-Norman, creates an income tax credit for 40 percent of the installation of a wind energy and/or photovoltaic energy system on residential and nonresidential property for tax years 2010 to 2014. To qualify for the nonresidential credit, the bill requires that more than 50 percent of the energy produced by wind energy be used on the premises of the installation and prohibits wind turbines from exceeding 100 kilowatt power rating. The bill also provides a sales tax exemption on qualified wind energy equipment for which the credit is authorized. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : Conferees Named - Senate 

 
Status Date : 04/19/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (S) 


Principal Authors : Randy Terrill(H),  Jonathan Nichols(S)  

 


HB2287

HB2287, by Rep. John A. Wright, R-Broken Arrow and Sen. Cliff Aldridge, R-Midwest City, recreates until July 1, 2014, the Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells.

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/02/2010


Principal Authors : John A. Wright(H),  Cliff Aldridge(S)  

 

 

 


HB2283

HB2283, by Rep. John A. Wright, R-Broken Arrow and Sen. Cliff Aldridge, R-Midwest City, recreates until July 1, 2014, the State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors; the Oklahoma Accountancy Board; the Board of Governors of the Licensed Architects, Landscape Architects and Interior Designers of Oklahoma; the Oklahoma Funeral Board; the Long-Term Care Facility Advisory Board; the Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells; the Minority Teacher Recruitment Advisory Committee; the Electronic and Information Technology Accessibility Advisory Council; the Oklahoma Strategic Military Commission and the Group Homes for Persons with Developmental or Physical Disabilities Advisory Board. (Amended by House)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/02/2010


Principal Authors : John A. Wright(H),  Cliff Aldridge(S)  

 
HB2505

HB2505, by Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, and Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, authorizes the administrator of the Corporation Commission to transfer $1.2 million from the Petroleum Storage Tank Indemnity Fund to the Corporation Commission Revolving Fund "202" Fund. It states that the transfer authorization is to remain in effect until June 30, 2011. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Appropriation Bill, Emergency Measure, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 03/05/2010


Principal Authors : Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H),  Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S)  
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HB2506

HB2506, by Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, and Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, makes an appropriation to and sets budget limitations for the Corporation Commission for fiscal year 2011. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Conferees Named - House 

 
Status Date : 04/15/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (J) 


Principal Authors : Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H),  Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S)  

 


HB2626

HB2626, by Rep. Tad Jones, R-Claremore and Sen. Mike Schulz, R-Altus, defines "biodiesel" under language related to the Corporation Commission's duty to prescribe rules governing the test for octane rating of motor fuels.

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/20/2010


Principal Authors : Tad Jones(H),  Mike Schulz(S)  

 

 

 


HB2697

HB2697, by Rep. Randy McDaniel, R-Edmond and Sen. Todd Lamb, R-Edmond, states that all payments under the Production Revenue Standards Act to owners, other persons or governmental entities may be made by electronic means, including electronic funds transfer, Automated Clearing House, direct deposit, wire transfer or any other similar form, upon the mutual written consent of the payor and payee. It also states that information required to accompany payments may be provided by electronic means upon the mutual written consent of the provider and owner. (Amended by House, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/20/2010


Principal Authors : Randy McDaniel(H),  Todd Lamb(S)  

 

 

 

 

 


HB2912

HB2912, by Rep. Danny Morgan, D-Prague and Sen. Harry Coates, R-Seminole, makes it unlawful for any person to intentionally or maliciously injure, deface, alter, destroy or tamper with any safety equipment that is not their own and used in drilling or the production of an oil or gas well, unless consent or authorization is given by the owner or operator of the safety equipment. (Amended by House)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/12/2010


Principal Authors : Danny Morgan(H),  Harry Coates(S)  

 


HB2921

HB2921, by Rep. John Trebilcock, R-Broken Arrow and Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, authorizes county purchasing agents to use electronic commerce for the solicitation, notification and other purchasing processes. It also authorizes counties to conduct a transaction to procure materials, equipment or services by electronic means, subject to the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act. (Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/09/2010


Principal Authors : John Trebilcock(H),  Brian Bingman(S)  
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HB2939

HB2939, by Rep. Todd Russ, R-Cordell and Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa, extends the circumstances under which a durable power of attorney may be used to include an extended absence. It also states if the principal is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, an extended absence as defined shall not exist when the principal is deployed for military service or training or is classified as missing in action or a prisoner of war. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate)

 
Status : CCR Read - House 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010


Principal Authors : Todd Russ(H),  Brian Crain(S)  
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HB2973

HB2973, by Rep. Mike Sanders, R-Kingfisher and Sen. Bryce Marlatt, R-Woodward, creates the Oklahoma Wind Energy Development Act. It states that the owner of a wind energy facility is responsible, at its expense, for the proper decommissioning of the facility upon abandonment or the end of the useful life of the commercial wind energy equipment in the facility. It provides language for what constitutes proper decommissioning. The measure directs that the decommissioning of a wind energy facility or pieces of commercial wind energy equipment is to be completed by the owner of the facility within 12 months after abandonment or the end of the useful life of the equipment in the facility. It directs the Corporation Commission to take measures as necessary to complete decommissioning if the owner fails to complete the process. It allows a lease or other agreement between a landowner and a facility owner to be more restrictive. The measure further states that after the 10th year of operation of a wind energy facility, the owner is to file with the Corporation Commission evidence of financial security to cover the anticipated costs of decommissioning the wind facility, such as a surety or collateral bond, along with an estimate of the total cost of decommissioning prepared by a professional engineer. It states that failure to submit such information is punishable by an administrative penalty of up to $1,500 per day. It requires the owner or operator of a wind turbine or wind energy facility to provide a statement with certain information along with any payment to a landowner for use of the property. It gives the landowner on whose land a turbine is placed through a lease, easement or other arrangement to audit the records of the turbine or facility owner or operator to confirm the accuracy of any payments made or due to the landowner. The bill requires an owner or operator to report to the Corporation Commission the power generated from the turbine or facility, nameplate capacity and location. It also requires an owner or operator, prior to commencing construction, to obtain a broad form comprehensive general liability insurance policy with a limit of at least $5 million of combined single limit liability coverage per occurrence with the owner of the land where the turbine or facility is located named as an additional insured. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Conferees Named - House 

 
Status Date : 04/28/2010

 
Committee : HB2973 - Senate to GCCA (C) 


Principal Authors : Mike Sanders(H),  Bryce Marlatt(S)  

 

 

 


HB3026

HB3026, by Rep. Chris Benge, R-Tulsa and Sen. Glenn Coffee, R-Oklahoma City, creates the Commissioners of the Land Office Modernization Act, which modifies and clarifies provisions related to the Commissioners of the Land Office. It clarifies the purpose the CLO to manage school lands and public lands as a sacred trust for the sole benefit of the beneficiaries of the trust. It authorizes the CLO to acquire by exchange, purchase, gift or grant all property necessary for the purpose of utilizing trust lands for the development of commercial and agricultural leases to maximize trust income for present and future beneficiaries and to exchange any real property of the trust for other real property of equal or greater value to maximize income for present and future beneficiaries. It establishes qualifications and duties for the secretary of the land office, including appointing authority for all CLO employees, except general counsel. It establishes a term of office of four years and allows the secretary to serve consecutive terms. It grants the secretary certain spending authority and modifies reporting and accounting requirements. It exempts the revolving fund from fiscal year limitations. The bill establishes a cash drawer change fund to provide change to customers. It exempts the office from provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act with respect to adoption and issuance of formal resolutions of the commissioners. The measure deletes language related to investments in first mortgages on farm lands. It prohibits more than 60 percent of the trust fund from being invested in equity securities. It clarifies language related to requirements for appraisals, stating that all confidential communications and information obtained by an appraiser for the CLO shall not be considered public records and shall not be disclosed, except when a majority of the commissioners determine that disclosure is in the best interest of the trust. It modifies fines and enforcement measures related to false affidavits and property damage. It also clarifies that the CLO shall reserve all oil, gas and other mineral rights under any school lands. It authorizes the CLO to refuse to access a bid or lease contract where the applicant cannot prove credit worthiness. The bill also modifies procedures for handling checks and authorizes the secretary to purchase lock box collection services from an appropriate vendor for the handling, collection and processing of mail. It directs the secretary to employ an internal auditor. It establishes the responsibilities of the accounting division under the secretary. It requires an annual audit by an independent Oklahoma certified public accountant in accordance with practices established by the Government Auditing Standards and modifies reporting requirements to include reports to the state auditor and inspector and the director of the Office of State Finance. It authorizes the CLO to employ attorneys or engage private attorneys to bring suit or defend suits in the name of the CLO. It clarifies language regarding the types of land controlled by the CLO and the rights of a lessee during sale of property. The bill exempts the CLO from local county or other inferior zoning laws. It modifies language related to delinquent lease or rental payments, allowing for collection proceedings. It allows notice to be served by a designated employee. It modifies language related to termination of leases. The measure eliminates a one-year, 160-acre restriction on single permits for mineral rights owned by the state. It removes language related to apportionment of ad valorem taxes by the CLO. The bill also places the certain positions in the unclassified service. The measure also repeals numerous sections of current statute regarding the CLO. It also authorizes the secretary to select appraisers for land to be sold. It simplifies language related to removal of property from the land. It deletes language in current law requiring proceeds from bonuses and royalties on oil and gas well leases to be paid to the General Revenue Fund for appropriation to educational institutions. The funds would be paid in the same manner as funds from surface leases. (Amended by House, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/02/2010


Principal Authors : Chris Benge(H),  Glenn Coffee(S) 
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HB3028

HB3028, by Rep. Chris Benge, R-Tulsa and Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, creates the Oklahoma Energy Security Act, stating legislative intent to increase the use of renewable energy in the state by setting a renewable energy standard that will serve as the goal to be reached by 2015. The measure sets the standard at 15 percent of all installed capacity of electricity generated in the state from renewable energy sources by 2015. It also states legislative intent to promote natural gas energy development by establishing a natural gas energy standard. It states legislative intent that new fossil fuel generation facilities built or expanded in the state be powered by natural gas from Jan. 1, 2011, through Jan. 1, 2020. It directs electricity-generating entities choosing a fossil fuel other than natural gas to provide evidence to the Corporation Commission or other regulatory body that the fossil fuel is in the best interest of electric consumers. The measure also allows electricity-generating entities to use energy conservation measures to assist the state in meeting the renewable energy standard, and it directs the measures to be described to the Corporation Commission annually by March 1. It directs the commission to make the final determination of the amount of kilowatts per hour the electricity-generating entity saved and to what degree it will account toward meeting the renewable energy standard. The measure also states legislative intent to promote wind-energy development by increasing the capability of transmitting the electricity generated by wind, and it establishes a state goal to increase electricity transmission capacity so that the renewable energy goal of 15 percent can be reached by 2015. It directs the Corporation Commission and the state to work with the Southwest Power Pool to develop plans to expand transmission capacity in the state and monitor construction of new transmission facilities until 2020. It directs the commission to report on the progress of expanding transmission capacity by Jan. 1, 2014, and Jan. 1, 2017, with a final report on Jan. 1, 2020. The measure further states legislative intent to increase the number of public access compressed natural gas fueling stations along the interstate highway system, and it establishes a state goal to have at least one public CNG fueling station every 100 miles along the interstate highway system by 2015, with an increase to at least one every 50 miles by 2025. It allows the Department of Central Services' Fleet Management Division to take steps to meet the state goal by cooperating with or entering into partnership agreements with private entities to construct the necessary CNG fueling stations for use by public, state and other political subdivision agencies. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : CCR Read - House 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010


Principal Authors : Chris Benge(H),  David Myers(S)  
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HB3032

HB3032, by Rep. Chris Benge, R-Tulsa and Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid, creates the Energy Revenue Stabilization Fund. The bill directs all collections from taxes on oil and natural gas production which exceed the moving three-year average amount of the General Revenue Fund component for such prior year collections to the stabilization fund, after required apportionments are made. It directs the State Board of Equalization to report to the Legislature in February every year the moving three-year average for oil and gas. It states that the amount is to be the maximum amount of gross production tax revenue available for use in determining the amount of revenue that may be certified as available to the Legislature for appropriation. The measure also allows all interest earned from investment of the Energy Revenue Stabilization Fund to be apportioned monthly to the Enhanced Energy Recovery Fund, which is to be used for projects or studies conducive to the development of energy resources in the state. In the Senate, the bill was amended to require that expenditures from the Enhanced Energy Recovery Fund be approved by an independent panel. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 05/03/2010

 
Committee : HB3032 - Senate to GCCA (C) 


Principal Authors : Chris Benge(H),  Patrick Anderson(S)  
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HB3061

HB3061, by Rep. Dale DeWitt, R-Braman and Sen. Ron Justice, R-Chickasha, creates a revolving fund for the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to be designated the Water Infrastructure Revolving Fund in the State Treasury. It allows all monies accruing to the fund to be budgeted and expended by the board for the purpose of establishing and maintaining critical water infrastructure in all areas of the state. In the Senate, the bill was amended to clarify that the Oklahoma Groundwater Law will not apply to the taking, using or disposal of water trapped in producing mines unless the water originates from a sensitive sole source groundwater basin or sub-basin. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/29/2010

 
Committee : HB3061 - Senate to GCCA (C) 


Principal Authors : Dale DeWitt(H),  Ron Justice(S)  
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HB3304

HB3304, by Rep. Mike Thompson, R-Oklahoma City and Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, creates the Tax Adjustments Act. It changes the effective date of a levy upon the production of oil to June 30, 2013. It also changes the effective date of a levy upon the production of gas to June 30, 2013. It also states certain gross production tax exemptions shall be limited to production from calendar years 2005 through 2013. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title)

 
Status : Senate Amendments - Pending 

 
Status Date : 04/06/2010


Principal Authors : Mike Thompson(H),  Brian Bingman(S)  

 

 

 


HB3315

HB3315, by Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman and Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid, modifies language relating to the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act. It adds language directing a record of the issuance of a check, draft or similar instrument to be prima facie evidence of an obligation. It also requires the burden of proof on the state treasurer in claiming property from a holder be satisfied by demonstrating the issuance of the instrument and the passage of the requisite period of abandonment. It also allows the holder to assert affirmative defenses of payment, satisfaction, discharge and want of consideration. It adds language allowing the state treasurer to require a holder reporting 15 or more items of property to file the report electronically. The bill also requires a certified copy of a final decree quieting title of a decedent's real property for a person claiming an interest in any property delivered to the state treasurer in which the owner is determined to be deceased if the property. The bill also adds language subjecting claims against the Mineral Owner's Fund to the same statutory requirements and administrative rules as claims under the Unclaimed Property Act. It also modifies language requiring the state treasurer to provide weekly reports of investments if requested by the Cash Management and Investment Oversight Commission. It increases the fee for handling and processing a rejected warrant to $1. The bill also increases the fee for handling a stop-payment item to $15 for each item up to a maximum fee of $325. The bill also requires the state treasurer to make an annual investment performance report to be submitted to the commission within 60 calendar days after the end of the fiscal year. The measure also exempts information contained in the treasurer's register of checks or warrants from the Oklahoma Open Records Act until the checks or warrants are submitted for redemption or are cancelled by the statute. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Signed & Transmitted to Governor 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Scott Martin(H),  Patrick Anderson(S)  

 

 


SB0300

SB0300, by Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa and Rep. Mike Thompson, R-Oklahoma City, removes language relating to duties and rules of the Corporation Commission that are to be in compliance with federal guidelines. The second CCR authorizes and directs the Corporation Commission to promulgate and enforce rules related to an incident on a gathering pipeline unit that is not subject to the U.S. Department of Transportation's pipeline safety regulations. The CCR imposes certain limits on those rules. The CCR defines terms and permits the commission to disclose to an entity or person that contacts the commission regarding an incident the time, date and location of the incident, the identity of the operator involved in the incident, the size of the gathering pipeline involved and the number of fatalities or injuries, if any, that resulted from the incident. The CCR also authorizes the commission to file as confidential other information, including all reports, data or maps, obtained under the provisions of the statute and exempts them from the Oklahoma Open Records Act. The CCR also strikes language related to the term "liaison" related to communications between a pipeline operator or group of operators and local public officials. The CCR removes the ability of the commission to enforce "regulations" related to provisions of the Hazardous Liquid Transportation System Safety Act. The CCR also establishes that all data related to hazardous liquid transportation systems will be maintained as confidential and will not be subject to the Oklahoma Open Records Act. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Bill Passed - Senate 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Brian Bingman(S),  Mike Thompson(H)  

 

 



SB0828

SB0828, by Sen. Bryce Marlatt, R-Woodward and Rep. Gus Blackwell, R-Goodwell, requires contracts for the acquisition of any land rights relating to siting, construction and operation of wind power generation facilities to include provisions for decommissioning sites and remediating the land. The bill also contains provisions requiring operators to maintain general liability insurance coverage of at least $1 million per project for commercial projects greater than one-megawatt nameplate capacity. The bill requires that the insurance be for the benefit of the landowners to indemnify them against liability for physical damage to property or physical injury directly caused by the construction, operation and removal of the facility. The bill also sets forth provisions regarding minimum property setbacks from all public roadways at a distance equal to the length measured from ground level at the base of the wind turbine to the wind turbine maximum tip height or otherwise required by law. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Third CCR Read by Senate 

 
Status Date : 05/05/2010


Principal Authors : Bryce Marlatt(S),  Gus Blackwell(H)  
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SB0889

SB0889, by Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid and Rep. John Enns, R-Waukomis, creates the Uniform International Wills Act, which established policies and procedures for the recognition of wills. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Carryover Bill, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 05/03/2010

 
Committee : SB0889 (C) 


Principal Authors : Patrick Anderson(S),  John Enns(H)  
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SB0989

SB0989, by Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid and Rep. John Enns, R-Waukomis, states that individuals who are subject to conflict of interest that would likely preclude such person from fully performing his/her duties from being competent to serve as administrators of letters testamentary. It allows a court to deem whether a bond is necessary of administrators. The measure allows the court to award reasonable attorney fees if it determines that services rendered for a beneficiary of a decedent's estate have benefited the estate. The bill also adds language concerning the conveyance of mineral interests in probation cases. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Carryover Bill)

 
Status : Second CCR Read - House 

 
Status Date : 05/20/2009


Principal Authors : Patrick Anderson(S),  John Enns(H)  
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SB1287

SB1287, by Sen. Sean Burrage, D-Claremore and Rep. Ben Sherrer, D-Chouteau, requires a petition or application filed in accordance to probate procedures to be accompanied by acknowledged, written consents of personal representatives of any deceased heir, devisee or legatee. (Amended by Senate)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/02/2010


Principal Authors : Sean Burrage(S),  Ben Sherrer(H)  
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SB1503

SB1503, by Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, and Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, makes an appropriation to and sets budget limitations for the Corporation Commission for fiscal year 2011. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Appropriation Bill, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/28/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (J) 


Principal Authors : Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S),  Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H)  
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SB1504

SB1504, by Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, and Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, sets budget limitations for the Corporation Commission for fiscal year 2011. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Appropriation Bill, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/28/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (J) 


Principal Authors : Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S),  Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H)  
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SB1568

SB1568, by Sen. Mike Johnson, R-Kingfisher, Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, Rep. Scott Martin, R-Norman, and Rep. Kenneth Miller, R-Edmond, makes an appropriation to and sets budget limitations for the Corporation Commission for fiscal year 2011. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Appropriation Bill, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/28/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (J) 


Principal Authors : Mike Johnson(S),  David Myers(S),  Scott Martin(H),  Kenneth Miller(H)  

 



SB1615

SB1615, by Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa and Rep. John Trebilcock, R-Broken Arrow, creates the Oil and Gas Owners' Lien Act of 2010. It states that to secure the obligations of a first purchaser to pay the sales price, each interest owner is granted an oil and gas lien to the extent of the interest owner's interest in oil and gas rights. The measure states that an oil and gas lien exists until the interest owner or representative first entitled to receive the sales price has received such price. It also states that the validity of such a lien is not dependent on possession of the oil or gas by an interest owner or representative. The bill also directs that an oil and gas lien is granted and exists as part of and incident to the ownership of oil and gas rights and is perfected automatically without filing a financing statement or any other documentation. It grants priority to an oil and gas lien over any other lien. It also states that the act does not impair an operator's right to be paid, set off or withhold funds from another interest owner as security for or in satisfaction of any debt or security interest. The bill also repeals language related to the current Oil and Gas Owners' Lien Act. In the House, language was added regarding a first purchaser in good faith paying the sales price to an interest owner or representative, stating that if he/she does not have actual knowledge that the interest owner or representative is not entitled to receive the sales price, then the first purchaser takes free of the oil and gas lien otherwise applicable to the oil or gas for which the payment was made. It also adds language regarding commingling, stating that related language is intended to recognize the continuation of oil and gas lien rights of an interest owner in the commingled product stream only as to a volume of oil or gas proportionate to the volume of oil or gas that originated from the interest owner. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/19/2010


Principal Authors : Brian Bingman(S),  John Trebilcock(H)  

 

 


SB1678

SB1678, by Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City and Rep. Phil Richardson, R-Minco, requires the Department of Environmental Quality to mutually recognize environmental laboratory accreditations issued by the NELAC Institute's primary National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program accreditation bodies without duplicative actions to determine the lab's conformity to certain standards. It limits mutual recognition to the fields of accreditation included in the primary accreditation consistent with the scope of the department's laboratory accreditation program. (Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/09/2010


Principal Authors : David Myers(S),  Phil Richardson(H)  
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SB1686

SB1686, by Sen. Harry Coates, R-Seminole and Rep. Daniel Sullivan, R-Tulsa, makes mechanics and materialmen's liens affecting property occupied as a dwelling by its owner invalid unless a pre-lien notice was sent within 90 days of the last furnishing of materials, services, labor or equipment by the claimant. The bill also increases the aggregate claim amount for which a pre-lien notice is required from $2,500 to $10,000. The bill also repeals language requiring contractors to provide a notice to owner-occupied dwellings concerning the lien process. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Stricken enacting clause, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Conferees Named - Senate 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010

 
Committee : SB1686 (C) 


Principal Authors : Harry Coates(S),  Daniel Sullivan(H)  
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SB1761

SB1761, by Sen. Glenn Coffee, R-Oklahoma City and Rep. Chris Benge, R-Tulsa, increases the frequency the Oklahoma Water Resources Board must review permits and amendments that authorize the use of water outside the state from every 10 years to every five years. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Stricken enacting clause, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 04/29/2010

 
Committee : SB1761 (C) 


Principal Authors : Glenn Coffee(S),  Chris Benge(H)  
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SB1787

SB1787, by Sen. Mike Schulz, R-Altus and Rep. Fred Jordan, R-Jenks, states legislative intent to restrict the permanent severing of airspace over real property for developing and operating commercial wind or solar energy conversion systems. It directs leasing arrangements for wind and solar energy conversion systems to be made only with a legally authorized owner of the surface estate. The measure exempts any property owner utilizing wind or solar energy conversion systems for domestic use only. It prohibits a wind or solar energy agreement from contravening, superseding, amending, modifying or altering the existing powers, requirements, limitations or other provisions of statutory or common law pertaining to aviation, air transportation, air commerce or air operations. It directs such agreements to run with the land benefited and burdened and terminate upon the conditions stated in such an agreement. It prohibits such agreements from exceeding 40 years, and it prohibits a wind or solar energy agreement from terminating if development of the conversion system has not commenced within five years after the effective date of the agreement, unless under mutual agreement to extend. The measure prohibits an interest in any resource located on a tract of land and solely associated with the production or potential production of wind or solar energy on the land from being severed from the surface estate, except that such rights may be leased for a definite term under the act. It exempts agreements or contracts under the Oklahoma Airspace Act. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Emergency Measure, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010

 
Committee : SB1787 (C) 


Principal Authors : Mike Schulz(S),  Fred Jordan(H)  
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SB1838

SB1838, by Sen. Anthony Sykes, R-Moore and Rep. Danny Morgan, D-Prague, removes language allowing the establishment and charging of fees not to exceed $500 for services provided by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, county commissioners and municipalities in the administration of their responsibilities pursuant to the Oklahoma Floodplain Management Act. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Emergency Measure, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : Conferees Named - Senate 

 
Status Date : 04/29/2010

 
Committee : GCCA (S) 


Principal Authors : Anthony Sykes(S),  Danny Morgan(H)  

 


SB1882

SB1882, by Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa and Rep. Mike Thompson, R-Oklahoma City, extends until June 20, 2013, a tax on the gross value of the production of oil based on a per barrel measurement of 42 U.S. gallons of 7 percent if the average price of Oklahoma oil equals or exceeds $17; 4 percent if the average price is less than $17 a gallon; and 1 percent if the average price is less than $14 a barrel. It also modifies language to enact a tax effective July 1, 2013, of 7 percent of the gross value of production of oil. It also directs that until June 30, 2013, the average price of oil shall be computed by the Tax Commission based on the total value of oil reported each month subject to tax under the section. It also directs that until June 30, 2013, the average price of gas shall be computed by the Tax Commission based on the total value of gas reported each month subject to tax under the section. It also extends until June 30, 2013, a tax on the production of gas of 7 percent if the average price of gas equals or exceeds $2.10 per thousand cubic feet; 4 percent if the average price of gas is less than $2.10 but is equal or exceeds $1.75; and 1 percent if the average price of gas is less than $1.75. The bill also modifies language enacting a tax of 7 percent of the gross value of the production of gas. It applies current gross production tax credit exemptions for economically at-risk oil and gas leases to the years 2011, 2012 and 2013. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Signed & Transmitted to Governor 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Brian Bingman(S),  Mike Thompson(H)  
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SB1888

SB1888, by Sen. Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa and Rep. Mike Thompson, R-Oklahoma City, modifies language relating to oil and gas conservation. It exempts horizontal units from a restriction for the acreage embraced under a well not exceed 640 acres for a gas well plus 10 percent tolerance. It adds language requiring acreage embraced by a gas well to not exceed 1,280 acres plus 10 percent tolerance in establishing a well spacing or drilling unit for a source of supply under a horizontal unit. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Stricken enacting clause)

 
Status : Conferees Named - Senate 

 
Status Date : 04/20/2010

 
Committee : SB1888 (C) 


Principal Authors : Brian Bingman(S),  Mike Thompson(H)  

 


SB1895

SB1895, by Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid and Rep. Ben Sherrer, D-Chouteau, modifies language relating to probate procedure to require no release of estate tax liability for deaths occurring on or after Jan. 1, 2010. In the House, language was added directing a will, trust or other instrument of a decedent who dies after Dec. 31, 2009, and before Jan. 1, 2011, that contains a formula referring to the unified credit, estate tax exemption, applicable exemption amount, applicable credit amount, applicable exclusion amount, generation-skipping transfer tax exemption, GST exemption, marital deduction, maximum marital deduction, unlimited marital deduction, inclusion ration, applicable fraction or any section of the Internal Revenue Code relating to the federal estate tax or generation-skipping transfer tax or other similar measures are deemed to refer to the federal estate tax and generation-skipping transfer tax laws as they applied with respect to estates of decedents dying on Dec. 31, 2009. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Conference Requested 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Patrick Anderson(S),  Ben Sherrer(H)  

 

 

 

SB1907

SB1907, by Sen. Cliff Aldridge, R-Midwest City and Rep. John A. Wright, R-Broken Arrow, recreates the State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors, the Oklahoma Accountancy Board, the Board of Governors of the Licensed Architects, Landscape Architects and Interior Designers of Oklahoma, the Oklahoma Funeral Board, the Long-Term Care Facility Advisory Board, the Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells, and the Group Homes for Persons with Developmental or Physical Disabilities Advisory Board until July 1, 2014. It extends until July 1, 2011, the Minority Teacher Advisory Committee. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/22/2010


Principal Authors : Cliff Aldridge(S),  John A. Wright(H)  

 


SB2104

SB2104, by Sen. Roger Ballenger, D-Okmulgee and Rep. Mike Sanders, R-Kingfisher, increases from within one business day to five business days after the date of the filing of a lien statement for the mailing of notice of the lien.

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/19/2010


Principal Authors : Roger Ballenger(S),  Mike Sanders(H)  
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SB2132

SB2132, by Sen. Bryce Marlatt, R-Woodward and Rep. Mike Sanders, R-Kingfisher, creates the Oklahoma Wind Energy Development Act. The bill requires that the owner of a wind energy facility be responsible for the decommissioning of the facility upon its abandonment or the end of its useful life and establishes policies and procedures governing the decommissioning of the facilities. The bill also requires the owner of a facility to file with the Corporation Commission evidence of financial security to cover the anticipated costs of decommissioning the facility and establishes requirements for that security. The bill provides for fines for failing to file the information with the commission. The bill requires the owner or operator of any wind turbine or wind energy facility to provide certain information to landowners whose property is used to generate electrical energy. The bill grants landowners the right to audit certain records of the wind turbine or energy facility owner. The bill also requires the owner and operator of wind energy turbines or facilities to report certain production and capacity information to the Corporation Commission. It also requires an owner or operator, prior to commencing construction, to obtain a broad form comprehensive general liability insurance policy with a limit of at least $5 million of combined single limit liability coverage per occurrence with the owner of the land where the turbine or facility is located named as an additional insured. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Emergency Measure, Stricken enacting clause, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010

 
Committee : SB2132 - Senate to GCCA (C) 


Principal Authors : Bryce Marlatt(S),  Mike Sanders(H)  

 


SB2173

SB2173, by Sen. Cliff Branan, R-Oklahoma City and Rep. T.W. Shannon, R-Lawton, removes language allowing any county to direct the Tax Commission to deposit certain monies directly into the County Bridge and Road Improvement Fund. The bill also modifies the apportionment of revenues from the gasoline, diesel and special fuel taxes. The bill also modifies the apportionment of revenues from the tax levied on asphalt or ores bearing uranium, lead, zinc, jack, gold, silver or copper. The bill eliminates language that permits engineering for projects authorized under the County Bridge and Road Improvement Act to be performed by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation at the request of the county. The bill also eliminates requirements for ODOT's Local Government Division to aid counties in certain road work and the requirement that certain work funded under the County Bridge and Road Improvement Act receive the approval of the department. The bill requires that a professional engineer registered with the State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors approve projects that may by awarded by county boards of commissioners. The bill also requires every board of county commissioners in the state to notify ODOT at least 21 days prior to accepting bids on any publicly let road or bridge work projects in the county. It directs ODOT to make the information available to the public on its Web site. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Signed & Transmitted to Governor 

 
Status Date : 05/06/2010


Principal Authors : Cliff Branan(S),  T.W. Shannon(H)  
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SB2201

SB2201, by Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid and Rep. Jeff Hickman, R-Dacoma, allows the administrators and executors of the estates of deceased persons and the guardians of estates, minors and incompetent persons to enter into contracts with companies, corporations, individuals, partnerships, the state of Oklahoma or any subdivision thereof or any municipal corporation for the construction, operation and maintenance of wind energy conversion systems.

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 04/02/2010


Principal Authors : Patrick Anderson(S),  Jeff Hickman(H)  
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SB2203

SB2203, by Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa and Rep. Daniel Sullivan, R-Tulsa, directs that, upon notice of the appointment of a conservator, guardian of the estate or other fiduciary charged with the management of a principal's property, the attorney-in-fact shall terminate. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : In Committee - Conference 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010

 
Committee : SB2203 (C) 


Principal Authors : Brian Crain(S),  Daniel Sullivan(H)  
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SB2270

SB2270, by Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa and Rep. Daniel Sullivan, R-Tulsa, requires a designated grantee beneficiary to execute a notarized affidavit to accept real property pursuant to a transfer-on-death deed. (Amended by House, Amended by Senate, Committee Substitute)

 
Status : Governor Action - Signed 

 
Status Date : 05/04/2010


Principal Authors : Brian Crain(S),  Daniel Sullivan(H)  

